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I.
HISTORY OF THE KIEBURTZ/KYBURZ FAMILY

R. Bruce Kieburtz

[Dr. R. Bruce Kieburtz is an electrical engineer, specializing in telecommunications. He
is principal of Kieburtz Engineering Consultants, a position he has held since retiring
from AT&T Bell Laboratories in 1989. He and his wife Alvena live in Chester, New
Jersey. Their other interests include music, skiing, travel and visiting with their
grandchildren.]

1. Introduction

The origins of the Kieburtz family are found in Switzerland, Canton
Aargau, in the town of Oberentfelden. According to the Familien-Namenbuch der
Schweiz1 , a set of books that list family names who possessed rights in a Swiss

community as of 1962, the Kieburtz family, historically spelled Kyburz, had
citizenship rights prior to 1800 (that qualifies it as an old family) in the towns of
Erlinsbach, Oberentfelden, Suhr, Unterkulm, and Niedererlinsbach. The name,
and citizenship, has diffused therefrom to at least six other cantons and eleven
towns in Switzerland, and the name has migrated to an unknown number of
foreign countries and cities. The name is old, dating from before 1525: it is a
farmer's name, and it is common in the towns mentioned above.

In fact,

Familien-namenbuch der Schweiz. 3 vols. Zurich: Schulthess Polygraphischer
Verlag, 1989. [Available through Picton Press for $280.00.] New edition for American
readers: Swiss Surnames: A. Complete Register. New Preface by Lewis Bunker
Rohrbach, C.G. 3 vols. Camden, ME: Picton Press, 1996. Pb. 768,704,640. $149.50.
1
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Prefatory Note

The first issue of Volume XXXII of the SAHS Review is devoted to aspects
of Swiss and Swiss-American genealogy.

Its main section offers R. Bruce

Kieburtz's "History of the Kieburtz Family," that is a report on the results of his
genealogical research since 1992.

It is a sketch of "work in progress" and

illustrates the many "blind alleys" one encounters in family history as well as the
sudden glorious "break-throughs" that encourage one to continue the journey. To
get a truly inclusive picture a similar search of the Kieburtz would need to be
made also in countries such as Australia, Canada, and Argentina, since Swiss have
migrated to most parts of the world. Yet their traces are often buried due to
changes in names -- who, for instance, would suspect that Johnstown in
Pennsylvania is actually Tschantztown, named in honor of an Amishman
Tschantz? -- or because depending on language Swiss abroad are viewed as being
German, French, or Italian. Swiss, furthermore, did generally easily blend in to
their host societies.
The second section refers to some publications of genealogical interest.
The research tools made available by Masthof and Picton Press are especially
welcome.

Leo Schelben and

H. Dwight Page, F.ditors

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol32/iss1/7

4

et al.: Full Issue

4

Oberentfelden and Environs

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

5

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 32 [1996], No. 1, Art. 7

5

according to Haberstich, 2 "The first recorded reference to the Kyburz family
name in Oberentfelden was in 1525. By the 1700s, people with the family name
Kyburz owned more farms in Oberentfelden than any other family name".
Canton Aargau is located in the Northwest comer of Switzerland. The
Cantonal capital is Aarau, a beautiful medieval town on the Aare River. Canton
Aargau is in the German-speaking part of Switzerland, and the area of interest is
approximately 40 km. (25 mi.) west of Zurich.

The towns of Ober- and

Unterentfelden, Ober-and Niedererlinsbach, and Suhr are within a very short
distance of one another. (See Figure, Oberentfelden and Environs.)
The history of Swiss in- and out-migration has been treated in detail by
Professor Leo Schelbert' of the University of Illinois at Chicago, and also by
Harold Hegyessy in a 1977 Master's degree thesis at Brigham Young University.
In brief summary, nearly 400,000 Swiss immigrated to the United States between
1700 and 1970.

The reasons for emigration were many and complex, and

although very interesting, are beyond the scope of this paper. About 40% of the
Swiss immigrants settled in cities, centering in New York, Chicago, Cincinnati,
and Milwaukee. Of the remainder, non-religious oriented settlements were made
in Vevay, Switzerland County, Indiana, Looking Glass Prairie (Highland),
Illinois, southern Wisconsin, and New Helvetia, California (Sutter's Mill). Our

2H. Haberstich, Die Geschichte des Dorfes Oberentfelden, 1943.
3A book-length inclusive survey of Swiss migrations to the United States is not yet
available. Three encyclopedic entries of different length by L. Schelbert are to be found
in Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups (1980): 981-987; Dictionary of
American Immigration History (Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1990): 697-703; and
Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America (Detroit, MI, 1995): 1298-1308. Valuable
is also the statistical survey based on the US census by John Paul von Griiningen in: The
Swiss in the United States (Madison, WI: Swiss American Historical Society, 1940):1570 .

.,
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interest centers around the Swiss in Looking Glass Prairie and the adjacent town
of Greenville, where the first Kyburz in our line settled.
This study of family history was undertaken almost by accident, stimulated
by a desire to help G. Harold Kieburtz celebrate his 90th birthday on Feb. 24,
1992. It started with the procuring of a photocopy of his birth announcement in
the Skagway, Alaska newspaper, and spread to contacts with the U. S. National
Archives, the Mormon church, the libraries, newspapers, historical societies, and
genealogical societies in the towns of Washington, Kansas, and Greenville and
Highland, Illinois, the library of the Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville,
the Newberry Library in Chicago, the Swiss-American Historical Society, the
archivists and registrars in Canton Aargau and the town of Oberentfelden, the
Secretariat of the Reformed Church in Oberentfelden, and the genealogist John
Riippi of Thun.
A brief summary of the Kieburtz family history follows. The Kieburtz
family in late-20th century has a center in the Pacific Northwest, in and around
Seattle. Three brothers, Hal, Rich, and Bob have seven sons and one daughter
among them, who have generated eleven grand-children and almost as many
great-grandchildren. The three brothers' father, Gustave John, married Winifred
Hillabrant in Washington, Kansas, on December 1, 1900. Gustave John was one
of seven children (six surviving childhood) of John Rudolph Kieburtz (Johann
Rodolph Kyburz) and Anna Nafzger Daehler Kieburtz. John Rudolph was born
in Oberentfelden March 15, 1818. His family line can be traced back to the
1700s, which is a major but not the only focus of this document.

In recent

developments, it has been learned that there are living blood relatives to the US
branch in Oberentfelden in the 1990s. Therefore, this article should be viewed
as a "work in progress".

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol32/iss1/7
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The organization of the following sections is as follows: the next section,
Genealogy, presents the draft pedigree of Bruce Kieburtz as it is currently
understood, and a family tree which is a (slight) revision and extension of the one
constructed by G. Harold Kieburtz in August 1983. The Genealogy section
concludes with comments and supporting evidence.

The next section,

Temperament, is a more or less subjective discussion of Swiss temperament in
general and Kieburtz family temperament in particular. The next major section,
Personal Statements, is a compilation of comments and contributions from other
interested family members.

At the moment it has contributions from Brian

Nicholson, G. Harold Kieburtz and his brother Bob. More "Personal Statements"
are solicited.

The next section is a chronology of events leading up to this

document. The following section summarizes recent work by the genealogist
John Hiippi, which was reported verbally in a trans-Atlantic telephone call. The
next section is a list of significant dates in the Kieburtz/Kyburz line, and lists the
birth, marriage, and death dates of over 100 individuals. The next section is a
short list of possible further lines of inquiry in this project, and the centerfold
section is a graphic depiction of the Kieburtz/Kyburz family lineage, as
understood in 1995.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol32/iss1/7
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2. Genealogy
A.

Draft Pedigrees, Family Tree.
Attached Figure 1 (2 pages on standard LOS form) is the draft pedigree

of Bruce Kieburtz. Other pedigrees and family trees, although constructed in
draft form, are omitted for the sake of brevity.

Figure 2 is a family tree,

modified and extended from one constructed by G. Harold Kieburtz in August
1983 (see centerfold).

B.

Comments and Supporting Evidence.
As in any family history, the number of ancestors grows exponentially

from any one descendant (two parents, 4 grandparents, 8 great-grandparents,
etc.), and the number of descendants from any one ancestor grows approximately
exponentially, so some pruning is essential no matter which way one proceeds.
This study attempts to do a little of both pedigree and family tree analysis, with
emphasis on the male line proceeding back from Bruce Kieburtz, although the
female line is pursued lightly. The pedigree of Alvena Kieburtz is pursued more
or-less symmetrically, but for a shorter range. The family trees are attempted
from Hal and Jeane's paternal grandfathers to the present with severe pruning,
and the Alvena's family trees are drafted from her maternal and paternal
grandparents.
Supporting evidence is as follows. John R. Keiburtz is carried on the
1880 census rolls of Greenville, Bond County, Ill., vol.2, ED 70, sheet 19, line
19, residing on Second Street. His trade is carriage trimmer, age is 62, his wife
Annie is carried as age 42. Both come from Switzerland, and their children, all
born in Illinois, are Louise age 17, Mollie 15, Adolph 13, Annie 11, Gustie 9,
and Louis 5.
J. R. Kieburtz was also carried on the 1870 census roles of Greenville,
with correspondingly earlier ages for the family.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996
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Declaration of Intent to become a naturalized citizen, dated January 17,
1860, signed by John Rodolph Kyburtz, and recorded by Alex Kelsoe, clerk.
Certificate of Naturalization, dated April 26, 1862, at Bond County Circuit Court,
with character witnesses Joel Elam and George Loud, signed by John Rudolph
Kyburtz.
In Bond County Ill. marriage records 1851-1877, marriage of John
Rodolph Keiburtz to Mrs. Anna Daehler September 1, 1862, officiated by
Adolphus Glock, JP and Swiss Consul General for Illinois and Missouri.
In the records of the Allgemeine Christliche Kirche (German Christian
Church) of Highland Ill., records in vol. 2, pages 85, 86, and 271, and vol.3,
pages 55 and 137.

Data taken by Raymond and Betty Spahn showed J. R.

Kiebertz, a saddler from Oberentfelden, married to Anna Nafzer or Nafgzer (nee)
with children Louisa born 1863, Amalin '64, Adolf-Rudolf '67, Anna '68, John
Gustave '70, Frederick Wilhelm '72.
From the Greenville Advocate, June 2, 1859, John Rudollph Kieburtz,
Harness Maker and Carriage Trimmer, announces the opening of his shop in the
building of Joel Elam, Greenville, April 21, 1859. He flatters himself he can do
as good work and on as reasonable terms as can be had elsewhere. From the
same paper, Jan. 13, 1871 school honor roll for Louisa; April 14, 1871, a
testimonial for Hall's self-washing clothes boiler; April 7, 1881 William Colcord
and family have traded their Bunker Hill fruit farm for Mr. Keiburtz' property
in Greenville, and the two families will move soon; April 18, 1881 Mr. Keiburtz
and family left for Bunker Hill Tuesday morning, hauling their goods across the
country in wagons. William Colcord and family came here by same means, and
are now at home in the Keiburtz property on Second Street. Finally, in the June
16, 1881 issue, notice of property transfer Keiburtz to Colcord on April 18, 1881
for sum of $2500.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol32/iss1/7
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Found in Bunker Hill Cemetery, graves of John R. Keibertz, died March
2, 1883, age 65 years, and Anna E. Keibertz, Died June 3, 1890, age 61 years.
Copy of appropriate issue of Bunker Hill Gazette News was requested and
obtained.
In February, 1994, Alvena and Bruce Kieburtz were returning from the
funeral of Bruce's mother Jeane and were delayed by .weather in St. Louis. On
the spur of the moment, they travelled to Bunker Hill and were able to contact
Ralph Gerdt, trust officer of the National Community Bank of Bunker Hill and
Secretary of the Bunker Hill Cemetery Association. He produced a map and
ledger records of the burial site, lot 1273, of J. R. and Anna Keiburtz.
Later, on August 13, 1994, correspondence was received from Ralph
Acuncius, another officer of the same bank and president of the Bunker Hill
Cemetery Association. He had visited the grave site, washed the stones, made
rubbings of them, and took photographs. Amazingly, the rubbings show the
spelling Kybunz. He also stated that the Cemetery Association permits burial of
cremated remains at existing sites for-a nominal fee.
Letter from Secretary of Ref. Kirchgemeinde, Oberentfelden, confirming
existence in their records of J. R. Kyburz, born March 15, 1818, and confirmed
Easter 1835, his father J. R. Kyburz born and bapfued June 14, 1795 (?), his(?)
father Hans Jacob Kyburz baptized Nov. 12, 1762, his father Samuel Daniel
Kyburz bapfued August 14, 1701, his father Hans Jurg Kyburz bapfued April 22,
1666, his father "Jogli" (Jurg) Kyburz born and bapfued July 22, 1623. The line
before 1795 has subsequently been thrown into doubt.
The reason for this doubt is the work of the Swiss genealogist John Hiippi,
of Thun, near Bern. He worked in 1993 on the Kieburtz line and turned up some
interesting information, summarized below.

Mr. Hiippi worked in the state

archives in the cantonal capital of Aarau (Staatsarchiv Aargau). He was about to
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give up his search when he followed up on a clue which led to a "pot of gold, a
precious historical treasure that descendants of other Aargau emigrants will envy
you for".

These were records in the minutes of the highest authority of the

canton, the executive ~uncil.
In summary, the records chronicle the search of Rudolf Kiburz,
shoemaker, for the only son from his first marriage. Rudolf Kiburz, his son, had
for about six years (as of May 1856) been in North America, near St. Louis. · At the beginning of his absence the son regularly sent him news, but in the last years
nothing more had come, leading him to conclude that he was probably no longer
alive. The father requested through the community council that his son be traced,
and this request wended its way up the bureaucracy of local, cantonal, and federal
government until a letter went from the president of Switzerland to the consul
general of Missouri, one Adolph Glock. On January 4, 1857, Glock replies that
according to credible reports, Rudolph Kyburz appears to be by no means dead
but living somewhere in the state of Illinois. On January 29, 1857, the president
of Switzerland, C. Fornerod,- replies with that information to the Governor and
Government Council in Aarau. On Feb. 2, 1857, the Aarau district chancellery
decreed that the community council of Oberentfelden be instructed to pass the
information to the relative of Rud. Kiburz. The shoemaker Rudolf Kiburz, died
on July 10, 1857. Fantasy leads us to speculate he died of a broken heart, not
knowing the whereabouts of his first-born son.
Some interesting points emerge here.

The person who married J. R.

Kyburz and Anna Daehler in 1862 was Adolph Glock, the very same one who
sent the negative report back to the president in 1857. Did he remember, and did
he say anything to the bridegroom? Why was it so hard to locate J. R. Kyburz
in Illinois, since the two main Swiss settlements were Highland and Greenville,
barely 20 miles apart? Note that Kyburz and his children attended the church in
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Highland, or at least were registered there. It is an amazing coincidence that
Bruce and Alvena were married in Casey, Ill, just a few score miles up highway
U. S. 40 from Greenville, about 100 years later. Mr. Riippi was able to trace
Rudolph the shoemaker's birthdate as March 27, 1791 and his parents, named
Samuel Kyburz and Anna Muller. The shoemaker's wife was Verena Hausler,
born September 1795.

Riippi warns that Bruce's speculative family line

beginning at Hans Jacob Kyburz is not confirmed and is probably wrong. All of
the factual information in the previous three paragraphs and more is contained in
John Hiippi's report dated August 2, 1993, which many family members have.
As almost anyone who has studied the history of a family can attest, the
study is typified by long hours of more or less fruitless work, separated by
moments of great excitement and progress. A short example, taken from Bruce's
work, follows:
It is of interest to work out the details of Hal's father's life in Skagway,
if for no other reason than the upcoming centennial celebration of the
Klondike gold rush, or stampede, in 1997. Hal has often said that his
dad lived in Skagway, and at one time cooked for a group of men. He
also remembered Fred Day, a partner of his dad's.

Fred became

interested in the Spanish American War in the Philippines, and left Gus
to look after his interests in Skagway while he went off to war. Fred
and Bert Day were to figure in Gus and Winifred's later life. About
1984, Rich Kieburtz photocopied a diary that his mother Winifred
Kieburtz kept from the time of her marriage in December, 1900, until
she moved into her new house in Skagway in 1901.

Rich's

accompanying note says that his dad made two trips to Alaska, one
before and one after his marriage. Bruce and Alvena travelled to Alaska
in August-September 1994, originally planning to go with Hal, but that
was not to be. On the way, they stopped by the historical department of
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the Alaska State Library in Juneau and were referred to the Polk's
Directory of Businesses in Skagway.
Now some of the pieces start to come together.

The Polk's

Directory of 1903 shows G. J. Kieburtz as a contractor in Skagway, with
a residence address of 529 3rd Ave. Then in September 1994, Gladi
Kulp of the library sends a copy of the 1900 U.S. census showing Gus
J. Keiburtz living alone at 290 Broadway in Skagway, presumably at a
rooming house. (Steve Hites later says that the Golden North Hotel,
where Gus and Winifred first stayed in Skagway, was moved to that
location in 1908.) The census shows Gus had located in Alaska in
August 1897. Winifred's diary entry of Saturday March 16, 1901 states
that it is just 4 months since Gus left Alaska, so now we have three dates •
out of four. He arrived on this first trip August 1897, left on or about
November 16, 1900, arrived on his second trip on March 16, 1901, and
left some time after the birth of his son Hal on February 24, 1902. In
a conversation with Steve Hites, a local Skagway historian, railroad buff,
and entertainer, Bruce learned that Skagway's population peaked at about
20,000 in early spring 1898, was about 10,000 in 1899 including the
workers pushing the railroad over White Pass, was down to about 4,000
in 1901, and continued in a state of flux in 1903 and 1904. In 1903
many workers left to chase railroad jobs in Seward and on the ValdezFairbanks line. Then in 1904, a court found in favor of Capt. William
Moore on a complaint of claim jumping. Moore was granted a sum of
25 % of the assessed valuation of almost every piece of business property
in the town of Skagway. The response of most business owners was to
pick up their shingle, walk away from their buildings, and leave town.
By 1909, population was between 600 and 700, about what it is today.
With the exception of the bank, no building was erected in Skagway
between 1910 and 1941. In all likelihood, Gus left Skagway in 1903 or
1904 at the latest.
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Additional supporting evidence has been produced in the last half of 1994.
Microfilm copies of the Skaguay News for the interval 10/15/1897 to 4/21/99,
and of the Daily Alaskan for the interval 8/97 through 4/30/01 have been scanned
with the following results:

The Daily Alaskan, issue of 3/17/01 reports the

arrival of 63 passengers on the ship Cottage City, including L. J. and Mrs.
Kislertz at 7 a.m. the day before. This jibes exactly with Winifred's diary entry.
Then, in the issue of 4/30/01, Downing and Keiburtz submit a bid of $12,533 to
build the projected new school at 12th and State Streets. The article states that
it looks as if the job will go to H. Higgins, who bid $7945.
On November 1, 1994, a call came in from Lori Sika, of the City Clerk's

Office in Skagway, replying to a request of about a month before seeking the lot
number of Gus Kieburtz' house at 529 3rd Ave. She was able to obtain tax
records from Glenda Choate of the Skagway Museum, showing Gus Kieburtz'
property as Block 34, west 1/2 of Lot 4 (a skinny 25' by 100' lot). The corker
was the o~ner of the east half: F. C. Day! Fred Day was Gus' p~er who went
off to the Spanish American War, and here he is as his next door neighbor in
1903. Today there is a small house on the east half, owned by Betsy Albecker
and occupied by her daughter and son-in-law Averill and Tom Harp.

Lori

speculates that Gus may have built the whole row of houses in that block, since
they were similar. The Golden North Hotel, where Hal and Jeane stayed on their
visit to Skagway, is at 290 Broadway, and occupies Block 34, Lots 1, 2, and
most of 3. Hal didn't know how close he was to the house of his birth when he
was there. Lori sent photocopies of the tax records and a photo of the existing
house on Lot 4.
More supporting, or at least background information, was obtained from
material by the author Pierre Berton, author of many books on the Yukon,
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including Klondike Fever, first published in 1958 and revised in 1974. He also
narrated a classic documentary film entitled City of Gold about Dawson, where
he was born. His father arrived in Skagway in 1897, the same year Gus Kieburtz
did, and went over White Pass, on to Lake Bennett, and down the 500 miles of
river to Dawson.
More supporting evidence may come from Karl Gurcke, the Cultural
Resource Specialist at the Klondike Goldrush National Historical Park in
Skagway. He had on loan until December 1994 a packet of photos taken by and
for Gus Kieburtz in and around Skagway and Dyea around the turn of the
century. A phone call with Karl on November 1, 1994 revealed he was willing
to mark the back of each photo and give a short explanation of where it was
taken. He returned the package in November. Karl was acquainted with the
school that Downing and Keiburtz bid on: it was a handsome 3-story structure
which served until the 1930s. It no longer exists, being replaced by a school
built in 1935, which itself was replaced in the 1980s.
Work continues on g~thering family history facts. Participation by other
family members has been greatly prized. Much work remains to be done, as can
be seen by scanning section 8.

3. Temperament
A.

SWISS
The stereotypical view of the Swiss nation is that it has been historically

neutral and peaceful for centuries. In fact it has been wracked by civil and
religious strife, and any view of the Swiss as pacifists evaporates when one sees,
as a passenger in the Zurich airport, the armored personnel carriers rolling out
from under the passenger terminal on routine patrols.
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chronicled the history of the Swiss neutrality in The New Yorke/' and the fact
that every able bodied Swiss male not only serves a compulsory military term,
but has government issue weapons with live ammunition in his home.

The

mountain walls are perforated with ammunition depots and staging areas for light
and heavy armor. It has been a Swiss tradition of long standing to maintain
neutrality from a position of strength.

A Bell Laboratories researcher was

advised to go to Switzerland: "Larry, you are neat, tidy, and boring, and so are
the Swiss.

You will love it there."

He went, and he did!

The Swiss are

notoriously cranky, and also have a tendency to chauvinism. Another researcher
offered to share his many years of expertise in setting up and running technical
conferences, at no fee, to benefit a major international conference to be held in
Switzerland. The reply, when it came, was cool, if not curt. "We have our own
people, thank you very much, and why should we use an American when the
conference will be held in Switzerland?"
When the Swiss Embassy in New York was approached regarding the
notion~ ~mmunicated by a famous researcher from IBM who carries a Swiss
passport, that anyone able to show Swiss paternity could re-establish citizenship
in his home town and canton, the response was interesting. "It can't be done."
"Where did you get such an outlandish notion?" "The rules don't permit it. We
will send you copies of the legislation that prohibit it." It took action on the part
of the person from IBM going to the Swis~ Embassy in Nice to ferret out that
such a procedure was possible up until 1985, but now the -rules are much more
stringent, and one must establish residence in a town or canton for a variable
number of years and then apply, after which the outcome is by no means certain.

"John McPhee, La Place de la Concorde suisse. New York: Farrar, Straus, Giroux,
1984. It appeared originally in the New Yorker 59 (October 31, 1983): 50-117;
(November 7, 1983): 55-112.
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It is not that the Swiss are hostile, they often just follow the rules to the letter,

do not go out of their way to be helpful or friendly, and would just as soon not
be bothered.
ObvJously, it is inappropriate to make generalizations about an entire
country comprised of millions of people, and the above comments have to be
taken in the spirit in which they are given: with humor, and a grain of salt.
B.

KIEBURTZ FAMILY
Just as it is inappropriate to generalize about a country, it also is to do so

about a family. Yet, some insight into past and future actions and relations may
come from a cautious attempt to find some threads or trends or tendencies, as
they echo down the generations. Again, with humor and many grains of salt, the
following are offered for evaluation.
It is well documented in the books by Salomon Koepfli such as New

Switzerland in Illinois (Southern Illinois University Foundation, 1977) that
Switzerland in the early 1800s was not only overcrowded, but there was
.substantial political and religious turmoil and oppression. Koepfli himself had to
take refuge in a boat in the Lake of Sempach for three days and nights to avoid
death at the hands of conservative farmers enraged at his liberal pro-French
political views.

Also mentioned in his book is the right of free press, the

oppression in Switzerland of religious expression (Sonderbundsregierung), and the
Protestant-Catholic civil war of 1847 (p.43, 169). At any rate it is clear that the
vast majority of Swiss elected to stay put and live their lives in their native
country. Many of those who left did so with reluctance and trepidation and, from
the remote wilds of Illinois or Missouri, longed for their beloved native land.
Many returned, some temporarily, and some permanently.

Koepfli was the

vanguard of the Swiss emigration to Illinois in 1831, but J. R. Kyburz followed
soon after in the late 1840s or early 1850s. Although he resided in Greenville,
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his church was in Highland, and key records are found there.
Another Swiss who had the wanderlust was Johann August Sutter, whose
story is documented in Fool's Gold, by Richard Dillon (Coward-Mccann, 1967).
The 1849 gold rush in California was started by discovery of gold on Sutter's
property. By an interesting coincidence (sic?), a Samuel Kyburz held the role of
major domo and manager of operations at Sutter' s mill, having emigrated from
Oberentfelden. He was born June 26, 1810 in Oberentfelden, the son of Daniel
and Maria Kyburz nee Baumann.

His story is documented in the chapter

"KYBURZ of KYBURZ (California)", in the book The Swiss in the United

States, published by the Swiss-American Historical Society, Madison, Wisconsin,
1940.
Pierre Berton, in his previously mentioned book Klondike Fever, writes
about pyea and the Chilkoot Pass, and Skagway and the White Pass, both entry
points to Lake Bennett and the Yukon. The stampeders were required to pack on
to the summit supplies sufficient to survive for a year, over 1000 pounds worth.
This was ~nforced by the Canadian Northwest Mounted Police, and undoubtedly
led to the survival of many tenderfeet, or Cheekakos, who would otherwise have
perished. (It also made many outfitters rich.) He also has a chapter on Jefferson
Randolph (Soapy) Smith, a con man and "father of Skagway". He was shot to
death by Frank Reid, the city engineer, in July 1898, over a con job he and his
men had pulled on a returning miner. Gus Kieburtz is reputed to have known
Smith. Berton writes about the transforming experience that the gold rush was
to many of the stampeders. Participants went seeking something, and learned
they had resources they could draw on that they never knew they had.
Another brand of background comes from Steve Hites, owner of the
Skagway Streetcar Company (a tourist service). Steve, who is a railway buff,
historian, singer and entertainer, writes and sings of the hopes and shattered
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dreams of stampeders who go over the White Pass, down the 500 miles of river
from Lake Bennett to Dawson, only to find all the claims were staked the
previous year. These are experiences Gus Kieburtz probably shared, and his
character may have been molded by them.
The family story of Gustave Kieburtz going to the Klondike gold rush,
then returning to marry Winifred Hillabrant in December 1900, then returning to
the Klondike with her (her diary shows she slept in 13 beds in the first three
months of their married life), shows an interesting resonance, if not a parallel to
the Kyburz of Sutter's mill.

The reason for bringing up this story is to

substantiate the speculation that one Kieburtz trait is a certain tension between a
conservative, normal life and a venturesome, enterprising life. This can be seen
to echo down the generations from J. R. Kyburz, not only in the story of G. J.
Kieburtz chasing gold in the Klondike, but in Rich's story of building houses in
the Seattle area and Dick and Bruce's ventures in research, etc. in the Eastern
United States 1963-1993.

The Kieburtz temperament has been variously

described as stubborn, cranky, independent, innovative, enterprising, "walk his
own path", etc.

Stories to substantiate some descriptive characteristics may

possibly be found in the section on personal statements.

It has been a family joke for years, and perhaps for generations, that the
Kieburtz' s kept changing the spelling of their name in an effort to keep people
from calling them "KAIBURTZ". A variation on this may be the addition of the
"t" to avoid "KAIBURZZ". Who knows?

4. Personal Statements.

a.

Extract from a Family Autobiography, by Brian Nicholson.
Summer 1987. (N.B. This excerpt is presented as written in 1987 even

though new knowledge has revised some points made here.)
Unscrambling and sorting out my family history has been much like trying
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to catch the view from a mountain peak on a stormy day. Just when you think
that you have gotten a glimpse of the "view", the clouds close in and cover it up,
or they open up again revealing more of the view. You never really catch all of
it.

As I have been interviewing family members I have been enlightened

concerning certain events and people in my past, as well as seeing in more detail
things I did not know or things that I thought I knew and understood, but have
now found out I did not.
To begin with I would like to present some history on the family to
introduce the characters and provide some background.
My family comes from equally diverse and elusive· backgrounds.
Beginning with the ladies, my maternal grandmother's maternal family, as far
back as we can go, started in Luxembourg. Her grandmother was born Regine
Kriens in 1826. She married Pierre Lugens in 1846. Very little is known about
them other than Pierre was a tinsmith and between the two of them they had
seven children.

The sex and ages of the children is unknown beyond my

grandmother's mother and one brother.

Her uncle's name was Pierre, he

emigrated to Dunkirk, New York, where he was also a tinsmith. Pierre Jr. had
three(?) sons, two of whom died as a result of being struck by baseballs at
different baseball games. The third son, Johnny, followed in the footsteps of his
father and grandfather and was also a tinsmith.
Anna Lugen (my great-grandmother) was born in Luxembourg in 1870;
she also emigrated to Dunkirk, New York, where she met Nicholas John Till.
About all that is known about Nicholas is that he was one of three children
and he was a drayman: he was in the business of hauling things for people by
horse.
Anna and Nicholas were married in Dunkirk in the late 1800s. They had
three children: Betty, born in 1896; Arthur, born in 1898; and Hildegard Mai,
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later called Jeane, born in 1904. Arthur died in 1917 from what is thought to be
a type of influellla.

At the time of his death, Arthur was an employee of

Woolworth's and scheduled for a promotion on his nineteenth birthday. Arthur's
death was unexpected; his mother had been told soon before that he was on his
way to recovery.
Soon after Arthur's death Anna packed up her two daughters and, leaving
Nicholas behind, they headed out West. At the time of their departure, Anna was
involved in counseling and helping out people who were newly arrived in the
United-States, helping them adjust and acclimate to the new surroundings. The
money lasted until Denver, where they celebrated Christmas and spent nine
months. Neither Anna no~ Betty did well in the altitude, so they continued west,
finally settling in Seattle.
In Seattle Anna had an office in the Arcade Building, and she continued
to practice her counseling and guidance from that office.
On the side of my mother's paternal grandparents, things are equally

elusive.

My grandfather's paternal grandparents emigrated from Switzerland

sometime. H.R. Kyburz was born in Bern, Switzerland; the name and birthplace
of his wife is unknown. Together they produced six children: Louise, Molly,
Adolph, Anna, Gustave, and Louis. Beyond their names not much is known:
Anna lived to be one hundred and three, and Gustave was born in 1865(?) That's
about it for pertinent details.
Gustave was at one time living in Alaska: while up there he was a cook
for a mining camp and also panning for gold himself. While in Seattle he met .
Winifred Hillabrant, daughter of George and Louella Keeler Hillabrant. Winifred
was one seven brothers and sisters: she fell right in the middle. She was born in
1860(?) in Washington, Kansas. I am uncertain how she finally came to be in
Seattle and who of her family also was here.
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brother, Neil, was killed in World War I, and as a result of that Louella became
a Gold Star Mother. That was the recognition given to a mother whose son was
killed in the war. The government flew her over to Paris and she was part of a
contingent that visited the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
Winifred and Gustave were married in 1900(?); Gustave came down from
Alaska to get married and then they moved. back up to Skagway which is where
my Grandfather, Gustave Harold Kieburtz (Hal) was born in 1902. Hal was the
oldest of three brothers: Richard was born in 1909, and Robert was born in 1914.
When the family returned to Seattle is unclear, but when they were
situated here again Gustave became involved in a contracting business: Kieburtz
and Smith, which eventually became Pacific States Construction.

My

understanding is that they built houses as well as larger structures such as the
Beacon Hill reservoir and the bridge on U.S. Highway 2 east of Index.
·Gustave died in 1937 after falling off a ladder while replacing a light bulb
at the family home.

Winifred died in 1959: she lived alone for a while,

eventually moving in with Jeane and Hal.
Jeane and Hal met in 1921 after Anna and her daughters moved in across
the street from the Kieburtz's. Through a contact of Hal's aunt, Jeane and Hal
met and eventually married on August 6, 1925. Hal was working for Puget
Sound Power and Light Company at that time and was later involved in the
starting of Industrial Electric, an electrical contracting firm here in Seattle.
Jeane and Hal had two children: Bruce, born 1931; and Karin, born 1936.
Bruce followed his father's footsteps and also became an Electrical Engineer; he
has his Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering and is presently working for AT&T. He
is married to Alvena Louise Brown, and they have two sons: Geoff, who is also
an engineer and is presently pursuing a masters degree in Public and Private
Management in Yale, and Karl, who is a physician. Karin [my mother] married
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Melvin Earl Nicholson in 1959.

b.

Skagway Days, by G. Harold Kieburtz.
I was born in Skagway February 24, 1902. My father, Gus Kieburtz,

arrived in Skagway in August 1897. He told me he once did some cooking for
a group of men on the trail from Dyea. He knew "Soapy" Smith, but then
everyone in Skagway in 1897 and 1898 knew Smith. My father's friend and
partner, Fred Day, got excited about the Spanish-American War and left my
father in charge of his interests. Fred was in several battles in the Philippines,
and I have some correspondence from Fred while he was in the battle zone. It's
pretty interesting. Eventually, Fred made it back to Skagway, and he and my
father owned the east and west halves of lot 4, block 34, right behind the present
Golden North Hotel. They remained life-long friends. In fact, my girl friend
(~d later my wife) lived in the house -that Fred built in Medina, across Lake
Washington from Seattle. But I get ahead of my story.
My father remained in the Dyea and Skagway area from August 1897 to
November 1900. He may have gone to the Atlin gold fields, but I can't be sure.
What I can be sure of is that about November 16, 1900, he left Skagway and
went to Washington, Kansas, where he married my mother on December 3, 1900.
My mother's father, George Hillabrant, is reputed to have asked Gus if he
intended to take his bride back to Alaska. When Gus said "yes", old George
growled, "Well, that's a hell of a place to take a woman. You better take good
care of her!"
After their marriage, my mother and father travelled across country by
railroad to Seattle, and then took a boat to Skagway. They arrived in Skagway,
my father for the second time and my mother for the first time, on the S.S.
Cottage City at 7 a.m. on March 16, 1901. Hardly a month later, on April 30,
1901, the front page of the Daily Alaskan carried an article that Downing and
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Kieburtz had bid some $12,000 to build the new school at 12th and State Streets
in Skagway . . It looked like the winning bid would go to H. Higgins if he could
post the required bond and would sign the contract exacted by the board. The
1903 issue of Polk's Directory of businesses shows my father living at 529 3rd
Ave. in Skagway, and carries his occupation as Contractor. His gold rush days
· were over by then.
My father had a lot of photographs of the Skagway and Dyea area, and
I have shared them with Karl Gurcke, the Cultural Resource Specialist with the
Klondike Goldrush National Historical Park in Skagway. Let's hope that the
Cen~nnial celebration in 1997 is a great party! If anyone has further information
on Gus Kieburtz, Fred Day, or Downing in Alaska, I would like to hear from
them. I had help from my son Bruce in writing this article.

c.

Memories of My Family, by Bob Kieburtz.
There was a story my Father loved to tell, (at least I heard it many times):

He and Fred Day were in Alaska camping outside of Skagway. It was night, and
after dinner, Gus looked up and saw a bull moose looking at them from the
woods. Thinking to scare the moose off, he picked up a cast iron frying pan and
beat on it with a rock. Instead of panicking, the moose got angry and charged.
Fred and Gus ended up in the trees with an angry moose under them. We don't
know if someone rescued them or if the moose just got tired and went away.
Gus went over the Chilkoot Pass. We don't know how far beyond he got,
but the story goes that he and Fred Day once found a gold nugget the sire of an
egg in a stream (it wasn't all gold; it had some quartz in it). They were so
encouraged that they set up a sluice box and worked for months. They never saw
another nugget, and practically went broke. They did find other gold though.
My Mother had a necklace made of a string of nuggets. One time she needed
cash for something and offered to sell it to me. Unfortunately, I was a student
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and had no money to buy it with. I wish I had it now, if only for sentimental
reasons.
My Father liked to buy things only with cash.
sewing machine, but my Dad wasn't convinced.

My Mother wanted a

My Mother started saving

change from grocery money, and pretty soon she was able to make a down
payment on a sewing machine, and pay for it in installments. My Dad wasn't too
happy about this.
Gus was a terrible driver: he had to look at you if he was talking to you.

If you were in the back seat, no matter: he would leave one hand on the wheel,
tum around and talk, and everyone else held their breath. Once he and I saw a
car with an out-of-state license. In order to see what state the car was from, he
sped up to catch up with it. Whoops! The other car slowed down for something,
and we rear-ended it. There was an exchange of names and addresses, and that's

all I remember of the incident. One time, Dad was going to drive over Blewett
Pass. I begged him to let me do the driving. He finally relented. As we went
over the pass (there were no such things then as guard railings), you could look
over the edge down 500 feet, and see the carcasses of cars that had gone over the
side.

If Gus was a terrible driver, my older brother Dick was even worse. He
was plain wild. In the Madronna area there is a street which is level, and then
takes off down a very steep hill. I remember one time I was riding with Dick
and just before he came to the lip of the hill, he floored the accelerator. I swear
that car's wheels left the ground as we went over the edge and I was terrified that
if someone were playing in the street, they wouldn't have a chance.
Rich had a bunch of friends, including Kenny Patterson, Al Cox, and John
McAdams. They would go out on camping and fishing expeditions. Some times
I got to go with them. They would race in their cars, and sometimes go off the
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road. One time they were returning from a camping trip and they were driving
in the area of Issaquah.

They must have been driving a little too fast or

something, because the cop pulled them over and put them in jail for a few hours
to let them cool off. John McAdams was an amateur cartoonist, and he recorded
the whole incident, but unfortunately the cartoons have been lost.

5. Chronology of an Effort in Genealogical Research.

8/83

G. H. Kieburtz constructs a family tree of Mr. and Mrs. J. R.
Kieburtz

10/84

Rich Kieburtz transmits to relatives photocopies of Winifred
Kieburtz diaries covering period from marriage in 12/00 to moving
into new house in Skagway 8/ 14/01.

1/3/92

Hal Kieburtz transmits to Bruce miscellaneous family records.

2/13/92

90 year old copy of San Francisco Chronicle purchased from
Historic Newspaper Archives, Rahway, N .J. into which was
inserted Hal Kieburtz birth announcement from Skagway
newspaper.

2/18/92

Bruce Kieburtz visits National Archives, Bayonne, N.J. and
discovers census entries for J. R. Kieburtz in Greenville for 1880
and for G. J. Kieburtz in Seattle for 1920.

2/20/92

Bruce Kieburtz contacts library, newspaper, city clerk, Genealogy
Society, Historical Society in Greenville, Ill.

2/22/92

Marriage affidavit and newspaper quote from Morrowville
(Kansas) Republican regarding G. J. Kieburtz and Winifred
Hillabrant.

2/24/92

Hal Kieburtz' 90th birthday.
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Hans Ulrich (Ulli) Kyburz,
House father
b. _ _ 1702,
Oberentfelden
m. date unknown
to Maria Haggi
d. Dec 1772 Oberentfelden

Fig. 2:

Lineage of (part of) the
Kyburz/Kieburtz Clan,
Spanning Nine Generations
and Two Continents

Samuel Kybun (Local Judge)
b. 7 Apr 1754, Oberentfelden
m. 17 Feb l 775 Anna MUiier
d
1818 Oberentfelden

Johann Georg
b. 11 Jan 1778 Oberentfelden
m l3 Jul l 810 Susan Dambach
d 19 Feb 1829

Salome
b. 10 Mar 1811

Susanna
b. 26 Dec 1813
m. 27 Oct 1839
to M. Baumann

Rudolf (Shoemaker)
b. 14 Jan 1816
m. 7Nov 1844
to Anna Wmger
d 17May 1883

I

b. 25 Jul 1819

Samud (Bl.um.d,«)

Anna Elizabeth

b. 28 Feb l 820 0-E

b. 13 Mar 1822

m 23 Jul 1846
to Maria Anna Tout
d ~ Feb 1906 0-E

J,
Elizabeth
b. 10 Jul 1845
m 22Jul 1865
to Jakob Kong

rl

Verena

Verena
b. 31 Aug 1851
d 5 Jan 1854

I

s.....1 Jriodmd> (F"""'J

Marie Louise
b. 26 Dec 1846
m. 10 Aug 1869
to ]. J. Luscher

Maria Rosina
b ..13 Mar 1857
m. 21 May 1878

b. 12 May 1848 Obcrcntfelden
m 26 Sep 1873
to Louise Burger
d 3 May 1897, Obercntfelden
Iscgutlistrasse

Johann Rudolf (Shoemaker)
b. 17 Mar 1791 Oberentfeldcn
ml 28 Nov 1816 Maria Hiussler
m2 24 Jan 1823 Anna Hifliger
m3 23 Sep 1843 Maria Anna Meier
d. 18 Aug 1857 Obercntfelden

Samuel (Blattmacher)
b. 27 Jan 1788 Oberentfelden
m 14 Oct 1817 B. Steiner
d 4 Nov 1873 Obercntfelden

Susanna
b. 27 Feb 1859
d. 9 Mar 1865

Maria Anna
b. 11 Jul 1863
m 21 Jul 1885
d. 10 Dec 1917

I

Bertha Louise

Anna Louise

b. 20 May 1876

b. 14 Aug 1877
m 20 Jan 1908
to J. J. Bauer

m. 10 Aug 1914
to F. W. Morgen-

thalcr
d. 25 Feb 1960

Gottmcd Albert
Maria Lina
b. 15 Mar 1881
b. 6 Apr 1879
d 19 Jan 1925
m. 15 May 1902
to A F. Habcrstich
d. 29 Jun 1944

Maxjunst
Gertrud
b. 18 Jun 1904 b. 7 Sep 1906
m. 28 Mar 1931 m. 30 Jun 1931

Hedwig

Fritz
b. 14 Aug 1912
m. 12 Apr 1946

Max
b. 11 Nov 1912
m. 15 Nov 1943
m2 30 Jul 1954
no children

Marie Louise
b. 27 Jun 1903
m. 14 Sep 1931
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Elwin Oswald
Fritz Arthur
b. 18 Jan 1906 b. 21 Oct 1907
m. 9 Dec 1933 d. 30 Oct 1910
d. 26 Nov 19 _ 4

b. 27 Oct 1912
m 8 Jan 1945
d. 5 Jun 1973

Lina Ida
b. 19 Jan 1883
d 25 Mar 1883

ttenfwm Got-Jieb
b. 18 Jun 191 5
m. 26 Sep J9tO
to Bertha Zahler
d. 26 Jun 1959
2 children, 3 g-chld

Karl Arnold
b. l Jun 1884
m. 14 May 1914
to Frieda Muller
d. 8 Feb 1963
Iscgutlistrasse, 0-E

Ida Sophie

Ida Lina

b. 13 Mar 1887
m. 8 Nov 1918
to H. R. Frei
d. Feb 1969

b. 8 Jan 1889
m. 5 Jun 1914
to Hermann Fischer

Samuel 1
b. 1824
d 20 Sep 1827

Louisa
b. 16 Jan 1863

Greenville, Ill.
m. 17 Apr 1880
to Edw. H. Zipprodt

Herbert
m. Agnes

Lillian

David

Ethyl

m Alvin Kidd

Turpin

Ralph

I
Karl knold
b. 7 Jan 1918, 0-E
m. 29 Sep 1949
to Marie Bauman
d. 17 May 1982
7 children, 4 g-chld

Kaspar
b. 22 Feb 1822

b. 10 Mar 1818 0-E
m. 1 Sep 1862 USA
d 28 Feb 1883 USA

Robert
Samuel Gottlieb
b. 13 Feb 1875 0-E
m 22 May 1911
to Sophie Hunziker
d 19 Apr 1949

Friederich Gottlieb
b. 27 Nov 1873 Obercntfelden
m. 15 May 1902
to Barbara Reuschi
d 26 Aug 1938

m2

ml

Johann Rudolf Kyburz,
or, John Rudolf Kieburtz
Saddler

Frie~ch
b. 26 Jan 1921
m. 15 Jun 1946
d. 22 Jun 1946
3children,
8 grandchildren

Frieda Gertrud
b. 8 Sep 1928
ml 29 Oct 1948
to Stauffer
m2
2 +3 children

Patricia
b. 28 Feb 28
· m 1993
Col. Bob O'Brian
NY, NY

Barbara
b. 3 May 30
m 1 R. Spielman
m2 Ray Pavlik
d. 1963
2+2 children

Connie
b. 23 May 37
ml 29 Jan 60 L. Sor~
m2 5 Aug 70 Robt. zdP
Chicago
l +2 children
2 grandchildren
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Samuel2
Bernard
b: 16 Sep 1827 b. 15 Nov 1825
d 17Feb 1847 m. 1860
no recorded children

Amalie (Mollie)
b. 18 Dec 1864
Greenville, Ill.
rn. Benj. Sohn
d 25 Oct 1917

h

Benjamin

Frank

Adolph
b. 17 Jan 1887
m.
d. 28 Aug 1932

~

Katherine

Doro~y
b. 2 Jun 1923
m. 13 Dec 1947
to R. van Houten
Germantown, MD
4 girls,
1 grandchild

(Out of wedlock)
m2

JoiwmesGeorg
b. 19 Jan 1830 0-E
Several male grandchhildren, but male
line died out.

Jacob (Gravel worker)
b. 1821
d 1888 by his own hand,
in Einsiedeln

Gustave John Kieburtz
b. 15 Oct 1870
Greenville, Ill.
m. I Dec 1900
to Winifred Hillabraot
Washington, Kansas
d. 1937, Seattle

Anna
b. 16 Dec 1868
m. 22 Feb 1893
to Dr. Frank Diekneite
d. 30 Aug 1972, Assumpt, Ill.

.I

Elsie Anna
b. 27 Jun 1895
m. 26 Jun 1922
to D.R. May
d. 17 Oct 1974

Frank II
b. 1900
ml Flada La Van
m2 Nancy
d.

ml
Frank III
b. 1931
m. Jeanne
d. 1972
2 sons
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m2
Nancy
b. 22 May 1944
m . 7 Jun 1968
to Ray Gast
2 sons

Frederick
b. 29 Oct 1872 Greenville, Ill.
d. 15 Mar 1875

I
. burtz
Gustave Harold
Kie
b. 24 Feb 1902
m. 6 Aug 1925
to H. Jeane Till
Seattle, Wash.
m2
Daniel
b. 16 Feb 1954
m 22 Jan 1985
to Merle Krause
2 sons

Robert Bruce
b. 22 Mar 1931
m. 3 Jul 1954
to Alvena Brown
Chester, NJ
2 children,
4 grandchildren

Louis
b. 1875
m. 23Apr _ _
to Jeanette _ _
d.

Robert W. Kieburtz
b. 5 Dec 1914
m. 17 Apr 1945
to Pat Markey
Shelton, Wash.

J. Richar~ Kieburtz
b. 1909
rn. Theo Smith
d. 27 Dec 1993

Karin
b. 3 Nov 1936
m. 31 Jul 1959
Mel Nicholson
Seattle, Wash.
3 children,
3 grandchildren

Rikd Bruce
b. ~8 Nov 1933
m~ 14 Jun 1959
to Nancy Smart
Wash., DC and
Portland, Ore.
2 c1ildren,
I grandchild

Phillip
b. 2 Jul 1936
m 6 Jun 1959
to Sue Givens
Bellewe, WA
2 children

Steven
b. 19 Dec 1945
m 13 Oct 1976
to April Pittman
Seattle
2 children

I

Robert D.
h. 25 Apr 1946
rn. 13 Feb 1982
to B. van Boeyen
Port Orchard, Wash.

I

W. Jeffery
b. 30 Jun 1948
ml 9 Mar 1977
to Susan Mandel
m2 14 Apr 1984
to Rita Schmidtke
Shelton, Wash.
I ..,. 1 children

James Michael
b. 25 Apr 1958
m. 15 Jun 1991
to Kinberly Davidson
Spokane, Wash.
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3/6-9/92

Bruce Kieburtz contacts library, newspaper, city clerk, county
clerk, Genealogy Society, Historical Society in Washington,
Kansas, Highland, ID., Assumption, ID.

3/24/92

Bruce Kieburtz (RBK) contacts Nelda Adams, Family History
Center, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Salt Lake
City. She makes a comment that confuses him, and he requests a
printout of the screen showing the Kyburz name.

3/24/92

RBK contacts Christy Naylor, Louis Latz.er Memorial Library,
Highland, Ill., and Bess Habbegger, a historian in Highland. Bess
remembers an Arnold Kieburtz married Marie Kamm about 40
years ago and had 7 girls and 7 boys. Bess recommends Dr. John
Abbott of the Lovejoy Library at Southern lliinois University at
Edwardsville.

3/26/92

Nelda Adams transmits copy of naturafuation record for J. R.
Kyburtz, plus 56 pages of printout of Kyburz names, birth,
confirmation, and marriage records.

3/26/92

Christy

Naylor

transmits

photocopies

of

pages

from

Fammiliennamenbuch der Schweiz and marriage record of John
Rodolph Keiburtz and Mrs. Anna Daehler on Sept. 1, 1862.
4/6/92

Dr. John Abbott, SIU-E writes, sending a photocopy of a key
reference to J. R. Kieburtz records in the Allgemeine Christliche
Kirche in Highland; also recommends 5 books on the Swiss in
Illinois.

4/10/92

Nelda Anthony, Greenville genealogist, sends photocopy of
declaration of intent for naturalization for J. R. Kyburtz dated
January 17, 1860.

4/13/92

RBK contacts Prof. Regula Meier, Old Dominion Univ., Norfolk,
Va. She recommends Professor Leo Schelbert, Univ. of m. at
Chicago, who is active in the Swiss-American Historical Society
(SAHS).

4/24/92

Georgann Kurtz Shaw, Greenville College Assistant Librarian in
Public Services, sends photocopies of 7 newspaper articles about
the Kieburtz family in Greenville over the period 1859-1881. Last
articles give pointer to Bunker Hill, m.
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5/5/92

Nelda Adams sends photocopies of microfilm primary records
from which IGI listings were made. They turned out to be client
entries.

5/13/92

Contacted Iris Zimmer, Carlinville ID. Public Library re death
notice for J. R. Kieburtz.

5/16/92

Iris Zimmer finds John and Annie Kiebertz buried in Bunker Hill
Cemetery with dates.

6/19/92

Leo Schelbert sends the off-print of the article on Kyburz of
Kyburz (Calif.) from the Journal of SAHS.

7/10/92

Leo Schelbert recommends Richard H. Dillon's Fool's Gold, the
Decline and Fall of Captain John Sutter.

8/4/92

RBK calls Richard Dillon, discusses his book with him. He had
heard of Kyburz but chose to use the name of Bidwell for reasons
of space. He remembers Kyburz ran a hotel, then a fruit farm.
He was aware of the town name of Kyburz, Cal. He recs Gary
Kurutz of the Sutro Library, and we also talk. Gary will look and
see what he has in his collection.

7-8/92

RBK sends letters to registrars and archivists in Aarau and
Oberentfelden.

7/30/92

Barbara Wiedmer, Oberentfelden Registrar, writes and says after
a whole morning's work, she was unable to turn up any Kyburz'
in her registers. She does however send maps, descriptive
brochures, and decals for the Entfeldens. Good stuff.

8/11/92

Dr. P.R. Mathe, Adjunct State Archivist in Aarau, writes saying
my request is "sticked with problems". She finds one Kyburz,
born in 1819, but died in 1827, and another born in 1830 "a real
criminal". She begs to know my genealogist, "because we have
to keep out the black sheeps, not only because they cheat the
client, but also by causing labour in vain to us."

10/29/92

H. M. Hegyessy, LDS, recommends John Hiippi, a noted
genealogist, in Thun, to do some on the scene work.
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11/6/92

RBK writes to John Hiippi requesting his assistance.

12/12/92

John Hiippi agrees to work 2-5 days on the Kyburz line some time
in the winter (before March 1993).

1/6/93

Christy Naylor calls to say she found all five of the referenced
Kieburtz records in the Highland church files and she is sending
photocopies.

1/9/93

Photocopies of church records from Highland church arrive via C.
Naylor, confirming that Johann Rudolph Kyburz was born in
Oberentfelden, and his wife Anna (nee Nafzger) was born in
Uttensdorf, canton Bern.

3/3/93

Alvena and Bruce visit with Harold Hegyessy at the LOS Family
History Center, Salt Lake City. Good visit.

8/23/93

John Hiippi sends written report of his work and a bill.

2/9/94

On the way back from Jeane. Kieburtz' funeral, weather forces
Alvena and Bruce to stop at St. Louis. On the spur of the
moment, they visit Bunker Hill and Highland.

8-9/94

Alvena and Bruce visit Juneau and Skagway, obtaining information
that Gus Kieburtz µved at 529 3rd Ave. in Skagway in 1903 and
was a contractor. Several requests made for additional information
from city clerk, library, museum, and National Historical Park.

10/8/94

Meeting of the Swiss-American Historical Society, New York
City. RBK meets Erdmann Schmocker, pres. of SAHS, and
Donald Tritt, president of Tritt Family Research.

10/94

RBK scans four microfilms of Skagway newspapers over several
days, and gets two relevant pieces of information.

10/94

RBK talks with author Pierre Berton and requests copies of some
of his books. He also views Berton's documentary film, "City of
Gold". Good stuff.
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11/1/94

Lori Sika of City Clerk's Office calls with block and lot number
of Kieburtz property in Skagway. It turns out to be right next
door to the Golden North Hotel. On the same call, Mavis Irene
Henrickson, chair of the Centennial Committee, just happens to be
in the office at the time. Every year they have a celebration! This
year the theme is "Law Enforcement"; next year is "Royal
Canadian Mounted Police", complete with a musical ride; in 1996
it is "Discovery Days"; in 1997 it is "The World Knows",
complete with a re-enactment of the City of Portland landing in
Seattle with a ton of gold; and in 1998 Skagway is .featured. By
the way, the ship "Spirit of '98" will land in Seattle July 20, 1997
with, in place of a ton of gold, a cargo of chocolates wrapped in
gold.

1-2/95

Alvena and Bruce visit Switzerland to ski and pursue family
history. They meet and socialize with six Kyburz families.

5/28/95

John Riippi verbally reports progress in 1) locating the father
(Samuel) of Johann Kyburz the shoemaker and 2) tracing. living
Kyburz relatives in Oberentfelden.

6/95

RBK locates living second cousins in the U.S., descendants of J.
R. Kieburtz of Greenville, Ill.: Patricia Zipprodt O'Brian, Connie
Zipprodt Zonka, Dorothy May van Houten, Nancy Diekneite.
·
Some great conversations ensued!

8/22/95

Genealogist M. · Aicher extends the Kyburz line back one more
generation from Samuel and Anna Muller to Hans Ulrich Kyburz,
born about 1702, and Maria Haggi.

8/22/95

Prof. Leo Schelbert of the Swiss American Historical Society
suggests publication of the Kieburtz family story in the SAHS
Review.
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6. From a Conversation with Genealogist J. Hiippi on 5/28/95.
Mr. John Hiippi, the genealogist from Thun, has resumed work on the
Kyburz line in Oberentfelden. He has worked one day in Aarau and two in
Oberentfelden, and on May 28 we were on the phone for well over an hour
discussing his results.
He started at the Staatsarchiv in Aarau and tracked down the family
history of the mother of Johann Rudolph Kyburz the shoemaker (i.e., the
grandmother Hauri of Johann Rudolph Kyburz/Kieburtz of Greenville Ill., who
bequeathed him some 1500 Swiss Francs). She was born Verena Zobrist and
married in Ammerswil, Canton Aarau. She originally married a man named
Caspar Haussler, and she gave birth to a daughter, Verena, who later married
Johann Rudolph Kyburz, the shoemaker. Later, Herr Haussler died. Her second
marriage was to Hans Rudolph Walter, who went abroad and disappeared. She
sued for divorce on 13 July 1826 on account of desertion. One month later she
was married to Jacob Setz of Dietikon. It was the third marriage for both of
them. He died the next year, 3 Sept 1827. Her fourth marriage was to Heinrich
Hauri, of Hirschtal (south of Oberentfelden, past Muhen).

This becomes

important later not only because of the bequest, but also because Johann Rudolph
Kyburz apprenticed with a Haussler. The first day's work concluded with a
search for Verena's baptism.

Mr. Riippi spent the next workday in Oberentfelden, searching the minutes
of the Community Council from 1846 through 1862. He found no fewer than 30
references to Johann Rudolph Kyburz the shoemaker, and they were all about
money. In summary, Herr Lindecker, a school teacher, was named conservator
of the saddlemaker's estate in one proceeding. In another, Lindecker paid a
promissory note to someone who helped J.R. the saddlemaker over the St.
Gotthard Pass between Switzerland and Italy in 1848. Perhaps J.R. was on his
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way to America then, or perhaps he was a journeyman saddlemaker looking for
work. At some point Lindecker was succeeded as conservator by Herr Thut. In
1854 J.R. the saddler's step grandfather Heinrich Hauri died.
This was the same grandfather who, in 1832, sponsored J.R. 's
apprenticeship from the master saddler Hiussler (presumably Verena's brother
and Johann Rudolph's uncle) in I..enzberg, Aargau. In the Registry of Identity
Papers, such a paper (Heimatschein) was issued to the 14 year old Johann
Rudolph Kyburz as he moved from Ammerswil to I..enzberg. Heinrich Hauri
wrote a promissory note to Herr Hiussler for 200 Swiss Francs for Johann's
apprenticeship, to be paid, with interest, out of Herr Hauri's estate and Johann's
inheritance. By 1854, Johann was in the U.S., and Herr Hauri's heirs wanted
their money. The town council authorized payment of the 200 Franc principal,
but not the interest. The heirs were not satisfied.
·1n 1855, Johann Rudolph the shoemaker made his first attempt to locate

his son, so he could borrow funds ·on which to survive. The town council wanted
security to guarantee he could pay for the costs of the search.

(This sounds

suspiciously like the first recorded instance of Catch-22.) On 13 Aug 1855, the
father says he has not heard from his son since the fall of 1853. The upshot of
this effort was that word of his father's search for him finally reached Johann, the
son, in America. On 15 Dec 1856 Lindecker appears before the town council
with a letter from the son. He forgives his father the interest on a loan he had
previously made to him (but not the principal). The town council sends a letter
back, congratulating him on being alive.
There were entries regarding three different men named Rudolph Kyburz,
all shoemakers. (One of them, not Johann Rudolph, was jailed for molesting
children.) One of them, probably ours, was out of wood, and the town council
authorized him to cut some from the community forest.
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In a later entry, we find our shoemaker's third wife dies (6 May 1850),
and with her death, he loses what income she had.

Her estate was divided

between her husband and her blood relatives, and he probably got less than half,
even though her illness had set him back financially.
Finally, on 15 July 1857 (five days after the shoemaker's death), the
conservator took the estate to bankruptcy court. A "beneficium inventorium" was
taken, and the assets, which included a house (location not learned) valued at
1000 Francs and a potato patch of one Juchart (about .6 acre) valued at 1800
Francs, was overwhelmed by debt, leaving a net worth of -1792.37 Francs. The
heirs were known to have made an unauthorized harvest of some of the potatoes,
and were forbidden from selling or eating them. One Rudolph Schweitzer, a
ribbon maker, was recommended as conservator. Of the five surviving sons of
Johann the shoemaker, three were present at the legal proceedings and two,
Rudolph the saddlemak~r, represented by J. Tout, and Caspar the cooper,
represented by his uncle Samuel Kyburz, were absent. The other three were
Bernhardt, Johannes, and the illegitimate son Jacob. Bernhardt did not relinquish
his claim to the estate (maybe he was living in the house), but in the end, he did
not succeed in holding on to the house. Bernhardt asked for money from Johann
in America, but there is no record the request was honored.
On 26 May 1862, Johann Tout, merchant, received a Power of Attorney

from Johann Rudolph Kyburz in America, and was instructed to liquidate his
estate. (Recall that Johann's marriage to Mrs. Anna Daehler was impending 1
Sep 1862.) On 14 Oct 1863 Herr Tout hands in receipts for the capital sent to
J. R. Kyburz in America.

The amount was not discovered. Anna Daehler,

maiden name Nafger, held citizenship rights in Uettendorf, near Thun.
On the third day, Mr. Hiippi searched the civil records of Oberentfelden.
He discovered that the illegitimate half brother I acob was a gravel workman. He

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol32/iss1/7

40

et al.: Full Issue

38

never married, and at the age of 67, committed suicide in 1888. This may be the
explanation of the pencilled notation "hanged" erroneously entered beside the
name of Johann Rudolph Kyburz in the community records. Jacob may have
been on community welfare. Another loose end was the Rudolph Kyburz who
was the criminal. He was a railroad worker, and was convicted of thievery in
Lucerne. He died in .the hospital in Einsiedeln. Another loose end is that Johann
Rudolph the younger was born on 10 Mar 1818 and was baptized on 15 Mar
1818. His mother's name was not Handler as suggested by Mrs. Wellauer, but
undoubtedly was Haussler. (Mrs. Anita Wellauer is carried on the log of the
Staatsarchiv in Aarau, along with John Hiippi and Herbert Kyburz of
Oberentfelden, as having done research on the family line of Kyburz of
Oberentfelden. Mrs. Wellauer's results were made available to me through the
generosity of Walter and Margrit Kyburz of Oberentfelden, whom we met late
January 1995 in Oberentfelden.)
Rudolph the shoemaker had eight children. He had Johann Rudolph by
his first wife, Verena Haussler. He had six children, five boys, by his second
wife. Samuel was born in 1824 and died 10 Sep 1827. The second Samuel was
born 9 Sep 1827, and was baptized Samuel on 16 Sep 1827, six days after the
death of his namesake. Other sons were Kaspar, born 1823, Bernhard, born
1825, and Johannes, born 1830. There was a stillborn girl on 31 May 1835.
Jacob, the illegitimate son, was born of Marie Haussman, not in Oberentfelden.
The birth location was not discovered.
Samuel, the father of Johann the shoemaker, was dead by 1818, in Mr.
Hiippi's opinion. (Mrs. Wellauer's asserted death date of 1844 is questionable
in his opinion.) Mr. Hiippi also is not convinced of the identification of Ulli
Kyburz and Maria Haggi as the parents in the marriage records of Samuel Kyburz
aµd Anna Muller on 17 Feb 1775. He therefore deems the marriage of Ulli
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Kyburz and Maria Haggi of questionable relationship to Samuel. These are all
items which relate to the discrepancy of Samuel's death date 1818 vs 1844 and
remain to be clarified.
At the end of the third day, the genealogist traced the line forward.
Bernhardt married Susan Horlacher in 1860. No children are entered in the
records.

Samuel Kyburz and Anna Muller had three boys, so Johann the

shoemaker had several brothers two of which fathered male lines: Johann Georg
and Samuel. Johann Georg had one grandson who had four or five sons, but
eventually the male line died out. Samuel had children, and Happi traced the

line down to the present day. He copied out the line as far as he was sure that
the individuals were dead. He said the law prohibits him from providing names
of living individuals, and to do so would risk his license.

I was most

disappointed. I asked him to provide me with the photocopied records he did
take out and he agreed. (On 6/7/95 we reviewed these notes for accuracy, and
he reiterated his commitment, and said the least he would do is send the
_photocopies of the pertinent _records, and if possible he would translate them,
since they are in old German.) He says it is not possible to proceed further on
Samuel's line by phone, and it will require another visit by him to Oberentfelden
to make further progress. The Oberentfelden town clerk is a Mr. Houdenschild,
for whom Barbara Wiedmer works. Hiippi was told by the town clerk's office
my letters of December 1994 caused quite a stir: apparently 20 or 30 local
residents came into the office to check if they were related to the Kieburtz' in
America.
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7. Significant Dates in the Kieburtz/Kyburz Line.
Generation XII.
120.

Shannon Nicole Kieburtz
born 12 Apr 92, Stamford, Conn.

121.

James Harold Kieburtz
b(>rn 7 Aug 86, Rochester, NY

122.

Anna Jane Kieburtz
born 18 Jun 88, Rochester, NY

123.

Marni Madine Nicholson
born 29 May 89, Seattle, WA

124.

Fiona Marie Nicholson
born 31 Mar 93, Seattle, y.tA

125.

Kirsten Beth Davis
born 14 Mar 86, Portland, OR

126.

Megan Zaponta
born
1989

127.

Marianna Zaponta
born
1992

128.

James Andrew Emmerich
born 21 May 79

Generation XI.
110.

Geoffrey Bruce Kieburtz
born 15 Sep 56, married Linda Chaffe-24 Aug 86
Child: a) Shannon Nicole (120)

111.

Karl David Kieburtz
born 11 Oct 58, married Victoria Korth 29 Dec 84
Children: a) James Harold (121), b) Anna Jane (122)

112.

Brian Eric Nicholson
born 12 Sep 61, Heidelberg, Germany, married Deborah Kay Greenfield 15 Jun
85, Des Moines, WA
Children: a) Marni Madine (123), b) Fiona Marie (124)
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113.

Cheryl Lee Nicholson
born 5 Feb 64, Seattle, WA, married Paul Ralph Davis
Child: Kirsten Beth Davis (125)

114.

Angela Joyce Nicholson
born 18 Jul 74, Seattle, WA

115.

Julie Ann Kieburtz-Shepard
born 17 Feb 65, Port Jefferson, NY, married Torin Shepard 9 Jul 89

116.

Ellen Jean Kieburtz-Hunker
born 25 Sep 67, Port Jefferson, NY, married Steven Hunker 21 Aug 93
Child:

117.

David John Kieburtz
born 3 Oct. 60, Seattle, WA, ml Pam, m2 Elizabeth Blackstock
Child: Lauren (ml)

118.

James Phillip Kieburtz
born 27 Aug 63, Seattle, WA

119.

Stephanie Kara Kieburtz
born 22 Jan 83 Seattle, WA

119a.

Victoria Therese Kieburtz
born 16 Mar 85, Seattle~ WA

119b. Lauren Michelle Kieburtz
born 28 Mar 79, Shelton, WA
119c.

Jeffrey Robert Kieburtz
born 15 Feb 86, Shelton, WA

119d. Kathy Spiel1:11ann
born
119e.

Roger Spielmann
born

119f.

Lynn Pavlik
born

119g. Dan Pavlik
born
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119h. Heidi Sorensen
born
married _ Zaponta
Children: Megan (126)
119i.

Laura Zonka
born of first marriage of Robert Zonka 1958
marriage pending to Helmut Protte 5 Aug 95
Laura is based in Cologne, and is a reporter and anchor on TV program
European Journal, appearing occasionally on PBS

119j.

Milo Zonka
born 2 Jul 71, attended Univ. of Ill, graduated 1995 from Florida Inst. of Tech.
in Aviation Mgt. and ATC.

119k. Karol van Houten
born 21 Nov 48
married Dick Emmerich 18 Oct 69
Child: James Andrew (128)
Karol and Dick both did undergraduate degrees as Northwestern, both did
graduate degrees at Stanford Bus. School. He played football for Northwestern,
and briefly for the Dallas Cowboys, is a VP of Cargill. She is a VP of Dayton
Hudson.
1191.

Merle Jeanne van Houten
· born 3 Dec 50
married, divorced.

119m. Merry Ann van Houten
born 16 Feb 55
Educator, lives in Carlsbad, CA
119n. Debbie van Houten
born4 May 57
1190. Don Diekneite
born
119p. Debbie Diekneite
born
married, divorced.
119q. Joe Gast
born 14 Sep 71
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119r.

Jeff Gast
bom20 May 74

119s.

Daniel Diekneite
born 6 Feb 91

119t.

John Maxwell Diekneite "Max"
born 26 Sep 93

Generation X.
100.

R. Bruce Kieburtz
born 22 Mar 31, Seattle, Wash. U.S.A.
married Alvena Louise Brown 3 Jul 54, Casey, Ill. U.S.A.
Children: a) Geoffrey Bruce (110), b) Karl David (111)

101.

Karin Kieburtz Nicholson
born 3 Nov 36, Seattle, Wash. U.S.A.
married Melvin Earl Nicholson 31 Jul 59, Seattle, Wash. U.S.A.
Children: a) Brian Eric (112), b) Cheryl Lee (113), c) Angela Joyce (114)

102.

Richard Bruce Kieburtz
born 28 Nov 33 Spokane, Wash., married Nancy Smart 14 Jun 59
Children: a) Julie Ann (115), b) Ellen Jean (116)

· 103.

Phillip Alan Kieburtz
born 2 Jul 36, St. Paul Minn., married Susan Elizabeth Givens 6 Jun 59
Children: David John (117), James Phillip (118)

104.

Steven John Kieburtz
born 19 Dec 45, Shelton, Wash., married April Heather Stewart 13 Oct 76
Children: a) Stephanie Kara (119), b) Victoria Therese (119a)

105.

Robert Dale Kieburtz
born 23 Apr 46, Kingman, Ariz., married Betty Lou VanBoeyen 13 Feb 82

106.

William Jeffrey Kieburtz
born 30 Jun 48, ml Suzanne Mandel 3 Sep 77, m2 Rita Lee Schmidtke 14 Apr
84
Children: Lauren Michelle (m1)(119b), Jeffrey Robert (m2)(119c)

107.

James Michael Kieburtz
born 25 Apr 58, married Kimberly Michelle Davidson 15 Jun 91
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108.

Patricia Zipprodt
born 28 Feb 1928
married Col. Bob O'Brian 1993

109.

Barbara Zipprodt
born 3 May 1930
married ml Roger Spielmann. Children: Kathy (119d), Roger (199e)
married m2 Ray Pavlik. Children: Lynn (l 19t), Dan (119g)
died 1963

109a.

Connie Zipprodt
born 23 May 37
married ml Leif Sorensen MD 26 Jun 60. Child Heidi (119h)
married m2 Robert Zonka 5 Aug 70. Children: Laura (by Bob's previous
marriage)(l 19i), Milo (l 19j)

109b. Dorothy May
born 3 Jun 1923
married Robert van Houten 13 Dec 47
Children: Karol (199k), Merle Jeanne (1191), Merry Ann (119m), Debbie (119n)
109c.

Frank Diekneite III
born about 1931
married Jeanne
Children: Don (1190), Debbie (119p)
· died about 1972

109d.

Nancy Diekneite
born22 May 44
married Ray Gast 7 Jun 68 or 69
Children: Joe (119q), Jeff (l 19r)

109e.

Daniel Diekneite
born 16 Feb 54
married Marie Krause 22 Jan 85
Children: Daniel (119s), John Maxwell (119t)

Generation IX.
90.

Gustave Harold Kieburtz
born 24 Feb 1902, Skagway, Alaska
married Hildegard Jeane Till 6 Aug 25, Seattle, Wash. U.S.A.
Children: a) Bruce (100) b) Karin (101).
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91.

J. Richard Kieburtz
born 1909
married Theo Smith
(Theo died 15 Sep 89)
died 27 Dec 93
Children: a) Richard Bruce (102), b) Phillip (103), Steven (104)

92.

Robert Winfred Kieburtz
born 5 Dec 14
married Pat A. Markey 17 Apr 45
Children: a) Robert Dale (105), b) William Jeffrey (106), c) James Michael (107)

93.

Bob Zipprodt
born
married Louise - -

94.

Herbert Zipprodt
married Agnes Irene Turpin 29 Jun 1899
Children a) Pat (108), b) Barbara (109), c) Connie (109a)

95.

Ethyl Zipprodt
born
married Alvin Kidd
child Ralph, who died young

. 96.

Lillian Zipprodt
born
married Percy Keller

97.

David Zipprodt
born
married Billie - Benjamin Sohn
born

98.

99.

Frank Sohn
born

99a.

Katherine Kieburtz
born _ , lived in Hawaii

99b.

Roland Kieburtz
born _ , lived in Hawaii
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99c.

Elsie Dickneite
married Darwin Robert May 26 Jun 1922. Lived in Adrian, MN
died 17 Oct 74
Child: Dorothy May (109b)

99d.

Frank Dickneite II
born
married ml Flada Levan (who died of TB). Child Frank III 109c
married m2 Nancy _ _ 1943.
died 28 Nov 92
Children: Nancy (109d), Daniel (109e)

99e.

Friedrich Gottlieb Kyburz
born 27 Nov 1873, Oberentfelden
married 15 May 1902 in Oberentfelden
Certificate of citizenship no. 1602, records transferred to vol. IV, p.61 Register

der Ortsbargerschaft Oberentfelden
99f.

Samuel Gottlieb Kyburz
born 13 Feb 1875, Oberentfelden
married 22 May 1911 in Oberentfelden
Certificate no. 1661, records transferred to vol. IV, pg. 186

99g.

Maria Lina Kyburz
born 16 Apr 1879, Oberentfelden
married 15 May 1902 in Oberentfelden
Certificate no. 1773, records transferred to vol. IV, pg.62

99h.

Gottfried Albert Kyburz
15 Mar 1881 Oberentfelden
died 19 Jan 1925 in Oberentfelden
Certificate no. 2300

99i.

Lina Ida Kyburz
born 19 Jan 1883, Oberentfelden
died 25 Mar 1883 in Oberentfelden

99j.

Karl Arnold Kyburz
born 1 Jun 1884, Oberentfelden
married 14 May 1914 in Oberentfelden
Cert. no. 2214, records transferred to vol IV, pg. 238
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99k.

Ida Sophi Kyburz
born 13 Mar 1887, Oberentfelden
married 8 Nov 1918 in Riiti (Canton Zurich) to Heinrich Rudolf Frei, bank
employee, citizen of W esslingen, Canton Zurich, residing in Riiti. According to
judgement of the district court of Hinwil, Canton Zurich, the marriage was
divorced 10 Feb 1921.
died Feb 1969

991.

Ida Lina Kyburz
born 8 Jan 1889, OberentfeJden
married 5 Jun 1914 to Jermann Fischer of Hottwil
(According to their birth dates, the following two children were entered out of order)

99m.

Bertha Luise Kyburz
born 29 May 1876, Oberentfelden
married 1 Oct 1914 in Oberentfelden to Friedrich Walter Morgenthaler of
Staffelbach
died 25 Feb 1960 in Oberentfelden
Cert. no. 1740

99n.

Anna Luise Kyburz
born 14 Aug 1877, Oberentfelden
married 20 Jan 1908 in Brugg to Johann Jakob Bauer of Brugg
Cert. no. 1707

Generation VIII.
80.

Louisa Kieburtz
born 1863, Greenville, Ill. U.S.A.
married Edward E. Zipprodt
Children: Bob (93), Herbert (94), Ethyl (95), Lillian (96), David (97)

81.

Amalie (Mollie) Kieburtz
born 18 Dec 1864, Greenville, Ill.
married Benjamin Sohn, who died 1917
Children: Benjamin (98), Frank (99), maybe one more.

82.

Adolph Kieburtz
born 18 Jun 1867
married
Children: Katherine (99a), Roland (99b) (both lived in Honolulu)
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83.

Anna Kieburtz
born 16 Dec 1868, died 1971 at age 103.
married Dr. Frank Diekneite (dentist)
Children: a) Elsie (99c), b) Frank (99d)

84.

Gustave John Kieburtz
born 15 Oct 1870, Greenville, Ill. U.S.A.
married Winifred Hillabrant 1 Dec 1900 Washington, Ill. U.S.A.
died
1937, Seattle, Wash. (Winifred died 27 Apr 59, age 84)
Children: a) Gustave Harold (90), b) James Richard (91), c) Robert Winfred
(92).

85.

Frederick Kieburtz
born 29 Oct 1872, died 15 Mar 1875

86.

Louis Kieburtz
born 1875
married, apparently no children

87.

Maria Louisa Kyburz
born 26 Dec 1846
married 10 Aug 1869 to Johann Jakob Liischer of Muhen

88.

Samuel Friedrich Kyburz
born 12 May 1848
Occupation: farmer
Residence in Oberentfelden: lsegiitlistrasse
married 26 Sep 1873 to Louise Burger of Unterentfelden. (she was born 10 Apr
1849, died 2 Jul 1920)
died 3 May 1897
Children: Friedrich Gottlieb (99), Samuel Gottlieb (99t), Bertha Luise (99m),
Anna Luise (99n), Maria Lina (99g), Gottfried Albert (99h), Lina Ida (99i), Karl
Arnold (99j), Ida Sophie (99k), and Ida Lina (991)

89.

Maria Rosina Kyburz
born 13 Mar 1857
married 21 May 1878

89a.

Susanna Kyburz
born 27 Feb 1859
died 9 Mar 1865

89b.

Maria Anna Kyburz
11 Jul 1863
married 21 Jul 1885
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89c.

Elisabeth Kyburz
born 10 Jul 1845
married 22 Jul 1865 to Jakob Kong of Hilterfingen, Ct. Bern

89d.

Verena Kyburz
born 31 Aug 1851
died 5 Jan 1854

Generation VII. .
70.

Johann Rudolph Kyburz (John Rudolf Kieburtz)
born 10 Mar 1818, baptized 15 Mar 1818, Oberentfelden, Switzerland
Occupation: saddlemaker and carriage trimmer
married Mrs. Anna Daehler 1 Sep 1862, Greenville, Ill. U.S.A.
died 28 Feb 1883 Bunker Hill, Ill. (Buried 2 Mar 83)
No siblings: only child of father's first (of three) marriages. Mother was
Verena Hausler, originally a citizen of Lenzburg and Ammerswil.
Children, all born in Greenville, Ill.: Louisa (80), Amalie (Mollie}, Adolph
(82), Anna (83), Gustave John (84), Frederick (85), Louis (86)

71.

Kaspar Kyburz
born 22 Feb 1823, Oberentfelden, Switzerland

72.

Samuel Kyburz
born 6 Apr 1824, died 10 Sep 1827, Oberentfelden

73.

Bernhard Kyburz, born 15 Nov 1825 Oberentfelden

74.

Samuel Kyburz (name re-used, same godparents)
born 9 Sep 1827, died 17 Feb 1847.

75.

Johann Georg Kyburz
born 19 Jan 1830, Oberentfelden. Had several male grandchildren, but male line
died out before modern times.

76.

Jacob Kyburz
born 1821 Oberentfelden, died Einsiedeln 1888 (suicide).

77.

Salome Kyburz
born 10 Mar 1811

78.

Susanna Kyburz
born 26 Dec 1813
married 27 Oct 1839 to Melchior Bauman of Attelwil
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79.

Rudolf Kyburz
born 14 Jan 1816
Occupation: shoemaker
married 7 Nov 1844 to Anna Wenger of Thierachern, Canton Bern. (Anna was
born 13 Sep 1815, died 17 Mar 1895.)
died 17 May 1883
Children: Elisabeth (89c), Verena (89d)

79a.

Verena Kyburz
born 25 Jul 1819

79b.

Samuel Kyburz
born 28 Feb 1820, Oberentfelden
Occupation: Blattmacher
married 2 Jul 1846 to Maria Anna Thut, physician's daughter. (She was born
30 Dec 1825, died 24 Mar 1896.)
Children: Maria Louisa (87), Samuel Friedrich (88), Maria Rosina (89), Susanna
(89a), and Maria Anna (89b)

79c.

Anna Elisabeth Kyburz
born 13 Mar 1822, Oberentfelden

Generation VI.
60.

Johann Rudolph Kyburz
born 17 Mar 1791, Oberentfelden, Switzerland
christened 27 Mar 1791, Oberentfelden
Occupation: shoemaker
Residence in Oberentfelden:
-----------married 1) Verena Haussler 29 November 1816, 2) Anna Hafliger 24 Jan 1823,
and 3) Maria Anna Meier 23 September 1843.
died 18 Aug 1857, Oberentfelden (Aicher says 10 Jul 1857.)
Verena Haussler from Lenzburg and Amerswil was born October 1795,
died 16 April 1820. Anna Hafliger from Entfelden was born 9 August
1795, died 26 December 1840. Maria Anna Meier from Windisch was
born 18 May 1794, died 6 May 1850.
Children: By first wife: Johann Rudolph (70) born in Oberentfelden. By second
wife, all born in Oberentfelden: Kaspar (71), Samuel 1 (72), Samuel 2 (74),
Bernhard (73), Johannes (75). One girl stillborn. One illegitimate son born of
Marie Haussman: Jacob (76).

61.

(Johann) Hans Georg Kyburz
born 11 Jan 1778, Oberentfelden
married 13 Jul 1810 to Susanna Dambach of Densbiiren, nee Huggenberger of
Entfelden. (She was born 9 Feb 1777, died 21 Jun 1837)
died 19 Feb 1829
Children: Salome (77), Susanna (78), Rudolf (79), and Verena (79a)
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62.

Samuel Kyburz
born 27 Jan 1788
Occupation: Blattmacher (printer, or newspaperman?)
married 17 Oct 1817 Barbara Steiner of Suhr (who was born 17 Oct 1790, died
3 Aug 1828)
died 4 Nov 1873
Children: Samuel (79b) born 28 Feb 1820, Anna Elisabeth (79c) born 13 Mar
1822

Generation V.
50.

Samuel Kyburz
baptized 7 April 1754, Oberentfelden
Occupation: Gerischtssass 0ocal judge)
Residence in Oberentfelden:- - - - - - - - - - - married Anna Muller von Kulm 17 February 1775, Oberentfelden
died 1818, Oberentfelden
Anna Muller from Kulm was the daughter of Hans Rudolph and Anna
Marti and was born 27 June 1751 and died 6 Jan 1801.
Children: Johann Georg (61) Samuel (62), and Johann Rudolf (60)

XL

Verena Haussler, maternal grandmother of Johann Rudolph Kyburz the saddle
maker and carriage trimmer. No number attached because she is not in the
Kyburz male line, but she is included because of her importance to her grandson.
She was born Verena Zobrist and had fQm: husbands: 1) Caspar Haussler,
married in Amerswil, Canton Aargau, 2) Hans Rudolph Walter, who deserted
her, 3) Jacob Setz, who died the next year (1827), and 4) Heinrich Hauri of
Hirschtal. Verena had (at least) a daughter Verena who married Johann Rudolph
the shoemaker and a son who was a master saddler in Lenzberg, with whom the
young Johann Rudolph the saddler may have apprenticed.

Generation IV.
40.

Hans Ulrich (Ulli) Kyburz
born about 1702, Oberentfelden
Occupation: Housefather, according to the parish records.
Residence in Oberentfelden:- - - - - married Maria Haggi from Oberentfelden on _ _ _ _ __
died early Dec. 1772, buried 12 Dec 1772, Oberentfelden
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8. Further Lines of Inquiry

<

.

1.

Trace Kyburz line in Oberentfelden before 1791.

2.

Explore link(s) to Kyburz of Kyburz, Calif. (ref. Swiss in America,
SAHS, 1941), to Jules Kyburz, Chairman of the Board of the Federation
of Migros Cooperatives (FMC), and to Arnold Kieburtz of Highland, Ill.
(ref Bess Habbegger, Don Rikli).

3.

Look up second cousins of Dick and Bruce, i.e., other great-:grandc.hildren
of J. R. Kieburtz of Greenville, I~l.

4.

Locate and correspond with Kyburz relatives in Oberentfelden.

5.

Explore the maternal lines more (from Bruce, Dick, etc.)

6.

Learn disposition of J. R. Kyburz' capital account of 1856 (ref J. Hilppi

report of August 1993). (Essentially done.)
7.

Clear up the matter, probably a red herring, of a hanging in the Kyburz
direct line (ref J. Hilppi report of August 1993). (Done.)

8.

Learn more of Gus Kieburtz' activities in Skagway, possibly in connection

with the Klondike Centennial ( 1997).
9.

Approximately a dozen Kyburz clans are believed to exist in
Oberentfelden today, and presumably more in the surrounding towns. An
illumination of common ancestors to and origins of these clans would be
useful.
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II. RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF GENEALOGICAL INTEREST

Walter Lips, "Kleinhans Sprunger aus Anetsprungen und seine 800 Nachkommen
in den USA [Kleinhans Sprunger from Anetsprungen and his 800 Descendans in
USA]," 'Jhurgauer Beitrllge zur Geschichte-131 (1994): 215-251.

In 1971 Walter Lips, a specialist in agriculture, was invited by the US
Department of Agriculture to visit some 20 farms in the United States. In that
context he made numerous contacts with people of Swiss descent and became
interested in their history.

In 1990, Walter Lips published the article "Die

thurgauische Auswanderung nach den USA," Thurgauer Beitrage zur Geschichte
127 (1990) which explored the 1855 to 1862 migration of Swiss of the Amriswil
and Sommeri region who had converted to the Mormon faith. In his recent study
he followed the trail of the Sprungers whom he found in Idaho, California,
Minnesota and above all in Indiana "where many of their descendants after 140
years still speak Bernese German" (217).

The beautifully illustrated article

contains pp. 238-239 a family tree of the Sprungers, in the main line only, for the
rears 1565 to 1799, ending with the Swiss-born Johann (1793-1853) and Abraham
(1797-1889) and Elizabeth Habegger (1785-1853), all of whom died in the United
States.

On pp. 240-241 the author also gives a transcription of the rent

agreement made on July 4, 1491, given in late medieval German, between Klain
Hans Sprunner [Sprunger] von Ammergesprungen [Anetsprungen] and the
Benedictine Abbot-Heinrich and the monastery Vischingen. [For an offprint of
the article, priced at $10.00 including postage, write to: Walter Lips, Postfach 5,
8410 Winterthur, Switzerland.]
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Delbert L. Gratz, Was Isch dini Nahme? What ls your Name? Morgantown, PA:
Masthof Press, 1995. Pp. 37. $5.50 [Route 1, Box 20, Morgantown, PA
19543].

In this handy booklet of Namenskunde, that is research in names, the noted
historian and genealogist of Swiss Mennonites Delbert Gratz "tried to include all
Mennonite names that were brought from Switzerland" (29) to the United States.
He divided his work into five parts. A first and second section list family names
derived from first names (I) and place names (II), with reference to the name's
meaning, Swiss form, American spelling, and Heimaton, that is, a name's
commune of origin.

The next three parts list family names that refer to a

person's "Characteristics" (Ill) - for instance "Name: Funk; Translation into

English: small active person; Name Used in America: Funk or Funck; Heimaton:
Offenbach, Wadenswil, Ct. Zurich," (p. 18) - "Animal Names" (IV) and
"Occupations" (V). An alphabetical index of names and places allows for quick
reference.
The author was guided by two convictions: "To know something about the
families of which we are a part helps us to better understand ourselves" (1), he
declares, and adds somewhat whimsically: "While some persons still feel strongly
that Nomen est Omen [a name is an omen], I feel it is more accurate to say,
'Dini Nahme isch grad so gut wie Du selbsht machsch' (Your name is just as
good as you yourself make it!)" (29).

[Dr. Gratz also graciously answers

genealogical inquiries that reach SAHS and may be contacted at the following
address: 8990 Augsburger Road, Bluffton OH 45817-9513.]
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Three Publications by Picton Press (adapted from its flyer)*
Swiss Surnames.
A Complete Register.
Commonly known as
Familiennamenbuch der Schweiz. Preface by Lewis Bunker Rohrbach, C.G.

For an impressive 55 years Familiennamenbuch der Schweiz has dominated
the landscape of Swiss genealogical research like a benevolent giant.

First

published in two volumes in 1940, at a time when a turbulent world made the
importance of being Swiss self-evident, Familiennamenbuch was next published
in a six volume edition in 1969 and then a final three volume edition in 1989.

It is the newest, final, edition which we have reprinted as the American edition,
complete with a new Preface on Swiss genealogy and on the importance of

Familiennamenbuch by Lewis Bunker Rohrbach, C. G. of Picton Press.
These volumes contain every surname now found in Switzerland, a total
of 48,500 surnames arranged alphabetically, together with information on exactly
in which Heimat or community the surnames enjoy hereditary rights of citizenship. Roughly half of these surnames were already established in Switzerland by
1800; the other 24,500 surnames settled in Switzerland since 1800.
In all cases you are told the year when the surname entered the
community, as well as the manner (by marriage; emigration from another Swiss
community; emigration from another country- which of course is always named;
by adoption; etc.). Thus what you have here is a complete census of and location
for all Swiss Geschlecht or surname clans - the foundation of all Swiss genealogy.
This is a major publishing event for Swiss genealogy! Never before has

Familiennamenbuch been available in America. And in past decades even the
Swiss edition has been both virtually unobtainable, and, at 400 Swiss Francs (or
$280.00), far too expensive for many American researchers. With the Picton
Press edition, the~e is now every reason to own your own set.

#1630 - 3

volumes. 768 pp., 704 pp. & 640 pp. Delivery in early December 1995 (1989)
3 volume set $149.50; postpaid $153.50.
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Mario von Moos, Bibliography of Swiss Genealogies.

"A new and important work. The value of this work os both great and
obvious." - National Genealogical Society Quarterly.
The highly regarded Swiss genealogist Mario von Moos of the
Genealogical Society of Switzerland published this important work in Switzerland
in 1993. It sold out in Switzerland within four months of its publication and is
already in its second printing there.
Picton Press is pleased to offer the American edition of this book, already
a classic for Swiss research. The first of its kind for this country, it presents
researchers with information on all published works in any language, concerning
all non-noble Swiss families; each title entry is given in the language of the

original title.
The result of more than ten years of research, this book contains over
6,000 entries, referring in all to about 10,000 Swiss families. One of the most
valuable parts of this work is the Town Register section. If you know where
your name or family is from, by looking up the town you will find all local
family names which have published genealogies. Even if your particular name
is not among them, chances are extremely high that, considering the size of these
small communities, your family will be included in some way. Anyone doing
work on Swiss families will want to consult this book before starting one's Swiss
research - it is sure to save untold hours of work. #1490 - 848 pp. Printed
endsheets. Alphabetically arranged. Registers of Towns and Names. Jan. 1994.
$59.50; postpaid $63.50.
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Adelrich Steinach, comp., Swiss Colonists in 19th Century America. New
introduction and four complete indexes (three place name indexes and an Every
Name Index) by Urspeter Schelbert.
Originally published as Geschichte und Leben der Schweizer Kolonien in

den Vereingten Staaten von Nord-Amerika (History and Life of the Swiss Colonies
in the United States of North America), Swiss Colonists contains biographical
sketches of some 9,000 Swiss individuals and families who came to America in
the 19th century. Most sketches include the commune or canton of origin in
Swiu.erland - one of the most important pieces of data on a Swiss immigrant - as
well as the individual's location and occupation in America.
The text is in German, while the introduction and new annotated indexes
by Dr. Urspeter Schelbert are in English. The indexes usually include both the
place of origin in Swiu.erland, the location of the settler in America, and a
person's occupation.
This book an important work on 19th century Swiss immigrants, has been
virtually unknown to American Genealogists! Even if one cannot read German,
one-will find more than sufficient information in the massive 120 pages of indexes
and introduction to make this book worthwhile. #1607 - 512 pp. December 1995
(1889). $49.50. Postpaid $53.50.

*Picton Press, P.O. Box 1111, Camden, ME 04843-1111. 1-800-742-8667.
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